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Week Ending Friday, January 7, 1994

Executive Order 12890—
Amendment to Executive Order No.
12864
December 30, 1993

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and in order to
provide for the appointment of up to 30
members to the United States Advisory
Council on the National Information Infra-
structure, it is hereby ordered that section
1(a) of Executive Order No. 12864 is amend-
ed by deleting the number ‘‘25’’ and inserting
the number ‘‘30’’ in lieu thereof.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
December 30, 1993.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
2:48 p.m., January 3, 1994]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on January 5. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

The President’s Radio Address
January 1, 1994

Good morning, and happy New Year. I
hope you’re enjoying this day with your fam-
ily and your friends. I hope you feel that you
have a lot to be thankful for on New Year’s
Day. I know that I certainly do.

I am grateful that our economy is coming
back to life, that optimism and direction are
back. The deficit is down. Interest rates and
inflation are down. Investments and con-
sumer confidence are up. We have more
trade opportunities with NAFTA and with
the GATT world trade agreement. Millions
of you have refinanced your homes and busi-
nesses. The private sector has created about
a million and a half new jobs in just 10

months, more than were created in the pre-
vious 4 years.

But our Nation is about more than eco-
nomics. It’s also about our sense of commu-
nity, the obligations we have to each other.
For too long we’ve been coming apart instead
of coming together. In 1993, we began to
reverse that, and I’m grateful.

We established the national service pro-
gram to allow our young people to serve their
communities and earn money for their col-
lege educations. We reorganized the student
loan program so that all students can now
afford to borrow money from this program
because they can repay on lower interest
rates and based on the incomes they earn,
not just the money they borrow. We made
democracy more of a reality for millions of
people with the motor voter bill, which
makes it easier to register to vote. We wrote
our best family values into law with the family
leave law, which says to parents, if you have
a newborn child or an ill parent, you can be
with them, you can take a little time off from
work without losing your jobs. We also
strengthened our families when we gave tax
relief to 15 million working families on mod-
est wages with children so that they can stay
off welfare, stay at work, and still succeed
as parents. And after 7 years of gridlock,
Washington finally woke to the growing fear
of violence on our streets when Congress
passed and I signed the Brady bill.

All over America, beyond Washington,
people are beginning to take more respon-
sibility for themselves, for their children, for
their communities, working to save jobs, im-
prove schools, and make our streets safer.
In 1994, we must resolve to do even more,
to help the middle class with more jobs and
with income growth, to help the poor who
are trapped in whole neighborhoods where
there’s no work, few stable families, and
where violence is the norm. There is still a
great deal to do.
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So in 1994, let us resolve to improve the
health security, the personal security, and the
job security of the American people who
work hard and play by the rules. With all
the changes sweeping our Nation and the
world, let us resolve to make these changes
our friends and not our enemies.

In 1994, we must work to keep the eco-
nomic recovery going. We must pass com-
prehensive health care reform that provides
benefits that can never be taken away. We
must put more police on the street and take
more assault weapons off the street. We must
adopt world-class standards for our schools
and provide lifetime training for our workers.

Millions of Americans, even those with
good health insurance, must live in fear of
losing their health coverage. Another 2 mil-
lion Americans lost their insurance in 1993.
Our health care reform plan is a guaranteed
system of private insurance that will cover
every American. We’ll maintain the health
care system in private hands, improve the
quality of health care, increase the choices
you have as a consumer, and protect the doc-
tor-patient relationship. And all the while, if
we do it in the way we’ve recommended, we
will reduce mountains of paperwork and bil-
lions of dollars of unnecessary costs in the
present system. Health reform is a good deal
for our families and our future, and it should
pass in 1994.

I also want Congress to pass the crime bill
without delay. Our proposal will put 100,000
more police officers on the street, expand
boot camps for young offenders, get hand-
guns out of the hands of minors, ban assault
weapons, and have stiffer sentences for vio-
lent repeat offenders.

This year, I’m also determined to start cre-
ating a world-class system of lifetime edu-
cation and training, especially for those who
lose their jobs. This means setting high stand-
ards first for our public schools and challeng-
ing every State to meet them—world-class
standards. It means new investments, from
Head Start for preschoolers to job training
for young people to retraining for experi-
enced workers. Better schools and better
skills are the best way to promote competi-
tiveness for our economy and equal oppor-
tunity for every American.

And we must continue to work to make
welfare a second chance, not a way of life.
Our welfare reform proposal will embrace
two simple values: work and responsibility.
Those who can work should do so. And both
parents must take responsibility for their
children, because governments don’t raise
children, parents do.

In 1993, I met a lot of Americans who
made a vivid impression on me and whose
impression caused me to redouble my deter-
mination to face the problems which our
country has too long ignored. I met a young
man in California who changed schools to
go to a safer school but whose brother was
shot standing in front of him in the safer
school as they tried to register. I met a widow
in Detroit who supports herself and her chil-
dren, enrolled in a training program to be-
come a machinist, to prove again that most
Americans want to work and don’t want to
be on welfare. I met a businessman in Flor-
ida who poured his heart into his small fur-
niture store, only to be told by his insurance
company that he had to drop coverage of his
own parents whose age made them a high
risk. All these folks strengthened my commit-
ment to work for better education and better
job training, universal health coverage that
can never be taken away, safer streets, and
a stronger America.

The stories of real people inspire the strug-
gles and the efforts that drive my administra-
tion. We’ve got to keep working to rebuild
the American economy, to revive middle
class life and middle class values in America,
and to restore our sense of community. We
have to recognize that all these problems are
interrelated. You can’t just solve one without
the other. We have to remember that these
problems developed over a long period of
time; they can’t be solved overnight. We have
to remember that Government can’t do ev-
erything alone, everyone must play his or her
part. But we must remember, too, that we
can make a difference and we can do better.

In that spirit, let us all make New Year’s
resolutions today. Let’s resolve among other
things that in 1994 every American will have
health care that’s always there and can never
be taken away, that in 1994 we will take back
our streets and make them safer for our chil-
dren, that in 1994 we will improve our
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schools and hold ourselves to world-class
standards of excellence and that we will give
our workers throughout their lifetimes the
skills they need to compete and win in a
tough global economy, that in 1994 we will
continue to work to favor work over welfare,
and that we will continue to rebuild our
economy and, with it, the American dream.

If we’ll stay together and work together,
we can do these things. Have a happy and
healthy New Year’s. And thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 3:15 p.m. on
December 31 in Hilton Head, SC, for broadcast
at 10:06 a.m. on January 1.

Remarks on Health Care and an
Exchange With Reporters
January 3, 1994

The President. Ladies and gentlemen,
welcome to this first meeting of 1994 for our
administration, a meeting devoted to chart-
ing our course this year on health care. We
all look back now in American history at—
remember 1935 is the year that the American
people adopted Social Security; 1965 is the
year the American people adopted Medicare.
I believe that 1994 will go down in history
as the year when, after decades and decades
of false starts and lame excuses and being
overcome by special interests, the American
people finally, finally had health care security
for all.

This will be a year when we attempt to
fix what’s broken with our health care system,
keep what’s right, to emphasize the program
that we outlined of guaranteed private insur-
ance for every American, comprehensive
benefits that can never be taken away, and
a system that gives people who presently
don’t have insurance and small businesses
greater power to choose affordable quality
health insurance.

In the days and weeks ahead, I will be ask-
ing the American people and the Congress
to go beyond rhetoric to fact and to ask and
answer some simple questions: Of all the
available alternatives, which ones guarantee
health security to all Americans? Of all the
available alternatives, which ones carry the
greatest promise of reducing bureaucracy,
paperwork, and absolutely wasted billions of

dollars? Of all the available alternatives,
which ones guarantee more choices of health
care, not only to the patients who really mat-
ter but also to the doctors and the health
care providers? Of all the available alter-
natives, which ones guarantee the least sec-
ond-guessing of the doctor-patient relation-
ship? If we can have these simple questions
asked and answered, I believe that, together,
we can solve this great riddle which has be-
deviled our country for too many years now,
strengthen our economy, and restore a great
sense of security to the American people.

We will do this in connection with our ef-
forts to also dramatically alter the education
and job training systems of the country to
provide greater economic security and our
efforts to pass a comprehensive crime bill to
provide greater personal and family and com-
munity security.

I am looking very much forward to this
year. I want to thank the First Lady and Sec-
retary Shalala and Ira Magaziner for the work
they have done on health care. I want to wel-
come Pat Griffin and Harold Ickes to our
team. I’m glad that George Stephanopoulos
will be taking a more active role in working
on the health care debate in Congress.

Let me just say one last thing in closing.
I suppose every Christmas and New Year’s
gives us the opportunity to reflect on the time
we’ve just spent and the time that lies ahead.
But I think it is so easy for us to forget here
that what we do affects the lives of real peo-
ple and that what is at stake here is not some
great looming political battle. What is at stake
here is the actual living conditions of the
American people, whether families who work
hard and do their very best to do what they’re
supposed to do are going to be able to know
that their children will always have health
care, whether we are going to be able to
maintain a health care system and still have
the money that we need to invest in a grow-
ing and highly competitive global economy
so that America will be strong. And if we
can keep that in mind, if we can move be-
yond the rhetoric and the smoke and the
process to keep in mind every day that real
people’s interests are at stake here and that
America must not go into the 21st century
without health security for all, without a dra-
matically improved system of education and
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